
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2023 
 
New Beginnings 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
We have great news!  We now have legal possession of Bruno.  A beautiful olive baboon, 
Bruno was brought to us by Animal Welfare Services after having been seized from an 
unregulated Ontario roadside zoo.  The owner went to court to try to get him back even 
though he never cared enough to give him a name.  Fortunately, his petition was denied.  
Bruno is no longer in danger of again living in a dark hole with rats for room mates.   
 

Bruno is enjoying life outdoors as he chooses.  We will close his door to 
the outdoors when it is particularly cold but, since he is able to open it, he 
does so.  He likes to have the opportunity to go out at any time:  he has the 
choice.   

 
We are all looking forward to spring weather.  Just yesterday some of the monkeys were 
enjoying fresh new grass shoots that are appearing under the melting snow.   
 
This winter has been a challenge.  We had a power outage on Christmas Eve, so we 
decided we should upgrade the generator in the older part of the sanctuary as well as 
needing a new furnace.  These are not fun expenditures but are necessary to ensure the 
welfare of our monkeys and lemurs. 
 
Our newest and smallest addition to the sanctuary is doing very well.  In December we 
agreed to take a baby, barely 30 hours old, when his mother died during childbirth at a 
local zoo.  He required round-the-clock care for the first three months of his life.  We are 
very grateful to our Animal Care Manager who took on this huge responsibility.  As a 
squirrel monkey, he weighed all of 127 grams on arrival – he now weighs over 380 
grams.   
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We gave him the name Stevie – inspired by Little Stevie Wonder.   
 
We have always hoped that we would get a roommate for our squirrel monkey Rudy but 
since we never know who our next resident will be, that is out of our control.   We are 
now hoping that introducing Stevie to Rudy will be a success.   
 
Not all introductions are successful.  In the past, Lexy made it clear she did not want to 
take on the responsibility of a baby when Mishaa (another baby whose mother died 
during childbirth) was brought to us.  We are grateful that Bella and Samson took her 
in and are living together as a family. 
 
Darwin and Max seemed like a perfect match – both are Japanese macaques, of similar 
age and background.  Darwin was a pet and just a few months old when he came to us; 
Max was a pet for most of his life.  While Lexy was alive, they lived together in relative 
harmony: she was in control of the family dynamic.   However, since she died last year, 
they have not been getting on as well.  So, we decided to make some changes.  
 

We decided to move Darwin into the Haven next to Bella, Samson and 
Mishaa, with the hope that they will bond – they are all Japanese 
macaques.  The change in Darwin is astonishing.  For some reason, he has 
always been the shyest of all our monkeys.  He now seems much more 
confident, much more outgoing and much less shy and Mishaa loves to 
tease him.  It will be interesting to see how he reacts to visitors during our 
upcoming Open Days. 

 
We have set the dates for our Open Days throughout the year.  The first one is Sunday, 
April 23rd, the last one is in October.  I hope you will be able to come and visit us.   
 
Like everyone else, we are feeling the effects of a difficult economy.  The number of 
donations we receive has decreased but the cost of goods has increased.  Fortunately, 
much of the food for the monkeys and lemurs is donated but the amount of food we 
receive has decreased requiring us to purchase more.  Our largest expenditures are staff 
costs, heating bills and medical expenses.  In addition, we now have major capital costs 
to replace the generator and furnace as well as planned ongoing improvements to the 
infrastructure.  For example, now that Bruno is officially ours, we need to extend his 
outdoor space.  This requires building a gangway or aerial tunnel so that he can access 
larger outdoor enclosures. 
 
Over the years we have survived financial difficulties and you have been there to help.   
Together we brought the sanctuary back from the brink of being closed eight years ago – 
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failure was not an option.  With your help we raised funds for a new building – Story 
Book: The Next Chapter – which allowed us to complete construction of the Haven and save 
the lives of nine monkeys and lemurs when they had nowhere else to go.  I hope you can 
help us at this time.   
 
We rarely, if ever, say no to monkeys or lemurs who need a home where they are treated 
with respect, are cared for as sentient beings not research subjects, are given the 
opportunity to make decisions for themselves and not led around on a leash.  Our other 
newcomers last year were two ring-tail lemurs who came along with Bruno and who, 
again, came with no names. They now recognise their names as Maisie and Finn.  They 
have settled in well and recently we introduced them to our other ring-tail lemurs.  The 
seven lemurs are divided into three groups but they can now all see and hear each other 
and definitely converse together.   
 
Most primate sanctuaries specialise in looking after a particular species.  However, since 
we are the only monkey sanctuary in Canada, we take whoever needs a home.  We are 
currently home to 3 species of lemurs and 5 kinds of monkeys.  Each species has its own 
needs and requirements – the enrichment, the size of enclosures and the specialised diets.   
 
We would love to fence in large areas of our land to allow our monkeys and lemurs to 
run and climb trees but the challenge is that we could not let them all out at the same 
time to enjoy the space.  This makes fencing in large spaces more complicated and 
more expensive but we can dream…. 
 

Cody, a crab-eating macaque, is the last of our pioneer lab monkeys who 
were officially allowed to retire after they were no longer needed by the 
researchers.  We built a space specifically for Cody, Pugsley and Cedric 
when their transfer to us was made official.  We had hopes that they 
would set a precedent and more lab monkeys would be allowed to retire 
instead of being euthanised.  Unfortunately, the Canada Food Inspection 
Agency, which oversees the fate of all lab animals, does not seem to 
consider the retirement of monkeys a priority.  In fact, in conversation 
with them, it seems that the case of Cedric, Pugsley and Cody might be 
the first and the last. 

 
After Pugsley died and Cody was alone, we needed to move him next to some of our 
other monkeys; monkeys are social beings just like us.  He now shares an area with Boo 
and Gerdie, Max and Bruno.  As I mentioned earlier, physical introductions can have 
mixed results.  We are giving Cody and Max (both macaques) the opportunity to be 
together but Cody seems to be more interested in this than Max.  Sadly, perhaps Max is 
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too used to be being with humans and does not feel comfortable with other monkeys.  
However, Cody seems to be quite satisfied with the arrangement and, given the 
opportunity, he is not interested in going back to the enclosure he shared with Cedric 
and Pugsley.   
 

We do what we do because we care about monkeys and lemurs who, 
through no fault of their own, became beholden to humans rather than 
enjoying life in the wild.  We are able to do this work only because of your 
generous financial support.    Animal sanctuaries around the world are 
struggling.  Fortunately, we have built up financial reserves so our 
situation is not critical, but we still need help to deal with unexpected 
expenditures, such as the furnace and generator, which will cost more 
than $20,000. 

 
Because of COVID our team of volunteers has been depleted.  Fortunately, two years ago 
we received a large grant which allowed us to take the huge step of hiring paid staff for 
the first time in the history of the sanctuary.  Without our wonderful staff we would not 
have been able to provide the care the monkeys and lemurs deserve.   
 
Please know we are being very judicious in spending the money that donors, like you, 
have entrusted to us.  We are grateful for your support to allow us to give a home for any 
monkey in need of a new beginning. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Daina Liepa, Executive Director 
 
P.S.  Just as I was putting the finishing touches on this newsletter we received a call about 
a monkey named Chiquita.  She is a Japanese macaque and has been a pet all her life – 
she will be 12 in July.  Her owner is no longer able to look after her so we will be taking 
her.  This transition will not be easy for anyone – particularly Chiquita.  She has probably 
never seen a monkey before and certainly doesn’t realise she is a monkey.  She will need 
extra-special care and attention while she adjusts to sanctuary life.   
 
As I keep saying – we never know where or when the next monkey will be coming from 
but we always have to be ready and prepared for the next one and offer them a new 
beginning.   Thanks to you we can do so. 



Page 5 of 6 

New Beginnings 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Left:  Stevie, 
our Little Wonder 

 
Below: Bruno, now 

officially a permanent 
resident at the Sanctuary 
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A family photo of 
Mishaa, Bella and 

Samson 
(with Mishaa 

sitting on Bella's 
head!) 

 

 

 

 

Maisie and Finn, 
enjoying some 

enrichment 
and some time 

in the sun! 


