
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall newsletter 2022 

Dear Friend, 

At this time of year we take time to reflect and give thanks for the many  
good things that have happened this year.  Many things, such as the weather  
and the pandemic, are out of our control but we strive to make the most of the 
situations that face us. 

It was a beautiful summer and the monkeys and lemurs enjoyed their outdoor 
enclosures, some of which were enlarged or renovated.  We were extremely fortunate 
that a tornado that landed in nearby Uxbridge in May missed the sanctuary although 
trees were down all around us and power was lost nearby.  Our little haven was 
spared. 

Thanks to your generous donations we are able to provide an extremely 
high level of medical care since we now have our own medical facility in 
our new building, George’s Haven.   Unfortunately we cannot always 
control the health of our monkeys and some illnesses cannot be treated.  
We are very sad to let you know that funny little Pugsley died this 
summer. 

Pugsley was famously one of three lab monkeys who was given a reprieve and 
allowed to retire instead of being euthanised once the research experiment ended.  
Out of over 7,000 monkeys used in research in Canada at any one time, Pugsley was 
one of the lucky ones and was allowed to live out the rest of his life doing all the 
things he grew to love in relative freedom.  Coming from a life strictly indoors in a 4-
feet square cage, for the first time in his life Pugsley was able to feel the sun on his 
body and became an avid sun worshipper.  He learned to catch flies and mosquitoes 
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and dig for beetles.  He could go indoors or out as he pleased - even in the middle of 
winter. 

Long-tailed macaques can live to be in their 30s, and although Pugsley was only 17 
years old when he died, we are so very glad that we were able to give him four extra 
years:  to stay outside during warm summer nights or just to watch life go by as he sat 
by his favourite window, to groom and be groomed by his roommates.  Although 
Pugsley was skinny for a Long-tailed macaque, he developed muscle tone and a sense 
of balance as he climbed and rappelled across the various structures in his spacious 
enclosures  - inside and out.     

Cody is now the sole survivor of our three original monkeys who, in a 
precedent-setting move, were allowed to retire under the auspices of the 
Canada Food Inspection Agency.  We are ever hopeful that more monkeys 
will be released to us from labs but this does not appear to be CFIA’s 
priority.   

Cody lives next to Darwin and Max (Japanese macaques) and we hope that they can 
be integrated.   Although we have had some success in the past, inter-species 
introductions can be difficult and not always successful.  We are currently trying to 
determine what might be the best solution for all involved. 

After having been closed to the public since 2019 because of COVID, this year we 
decided to again invite the public to our Open Days.   We have our Open Days just once 
a month from April to October when we give tours of the monkeys and lemurs outdoors.   
Although they all love the attention and are curious to see our visitors, we do limit the 
number of people and keep the visits outdoors to avoid undue stress.   

The differences we see and witness in the monkeys and lemurs who come to us can 
be striking.  Sometimes the changes are physical and sometimes they are behavioural.  
Sometimes their behaviours change in a few months, sometimes it can take years.  In 
our last newsletter I told you about Lexy who, sadly, died earlier this year.  It took 
years for Lexy to learn to trust her caregivers at the sanctuary after years of having 
been mistreated before she came to us.  But she did eventually learn to trust and, 
instead of trying to harm us, she learned to be gentle when we approached her and to 
take treats without grabbing or biting.   
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One of our newer residents, Ricky, a Black lemur, is an example of how our residents 
can change physically after being given the holistic care we provide.   He was seized 
and brought to us by Animal Welfare Services after having been neglected as a pet 
and given just table scraps and the occasional banana to eat.  When he arrived he was 
thin, his coat was sparse and he had no name.   We named him Ricky and a year later 
he is hardly recognisable as his coat has become lush and thick (but curiously not 
black) and he has developed beautiful thick silver tufts of hair on his ears.  We should 
have called him Einstein.   

The biggest compliment a monkey can give is to turn his or her back to you.  This 
shows ultimate trust and can be an invitation to be groomed.  Monkeys are social 
animals and spend much of their time in the wild grooming each other.  They do it 
for companionship, to cement bonds, to remove insects or dry skin and just because it 
feels good.  At Story Book we try to give as many monkeys as possible the opportunity to 
groom or be groomed.  When it is not possible we, as their caregivers, will try to fill that 
void but we have to be invited to do that.  Even Lexy would occasionally come to the 
caging, turn around and wait to be groomed by one of us. 

During the Labour Day weekend we were fortunate to host two dentists from the U.S. 
who donated their time to do needed dental work and checkups on some of our 
residents:  Pockets, Boo and Gerdie, Cody and Mojo, plus our newcomer,  Bruno.  
Since they all need to be fully sedated in order to undertake any dental work, it was a 
marathon weekend with a few extractions, a lot of scaling and cleaning plus one 
filling.  We were also able to do annual general health checkups on them while they 
were sedated.  Now that we have our own medical facility we are able to do all the 
work onsite with two teams working in tandem.   

This level of care would be so much more difficult to achieve without the 
ability to do it right here at the Sanctuary.  To sedate, transport, treat and 
then bring home five monkeys and a lemur over two days would have 
been impossible never mind the stress this would cause to them.  

In total we had two dentists, two veterinarians, four vet techs (all of whom donated 
their time), plus several staff and volunteers working together to make this happen.  
Also your generous donations have made it possible for us to acquire much of the 
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medical equipment we need and to create the space – our own medical facility – to 
give our monkeys and lemurs the best health care we can provide.   

Bruno, our latest arrival, is adjusting well.  He appears to be feeling much more 
confident and is now making his voice heard as he gets used to life at the sanctuary – 
having space and light, access to the outdoors and other monkeys for company.  He 
now understands the different forms of enrichment we give him and knows when to 
expect his meals and lets us know if we’re running late.   Court proceedings regarding 
his future are still underway, and we are hoping that his future with us will be 
secured by the end of the year.   

It appears that Ontario’s Provincial Animal Welfare Services (PAWS) along with the 
Canadian division of World Animal Protection are making attempts to regulate 
and/or close a number of unregulated roadside zoos.  This has been a long time 
coming – Ontario having no legislation in place covering the ownership of exotic 
animals.   BC and New Brunswick are the only two provinces in Canada that have 
province-wide legislation regarding the ownership of exotic animals – either as pets or 
at roadside zoos.  The introduction of the Jane Goodall Act before the Senate is also a 
move in the right direction.   The passing of this bill would ban obtaining new wild 
animals at roadside zoos.  The list of animals includes large cats, bears, wolves, seals 
and walruses and “certain” monkeys.   This bill would also allow the regulation of 
permits for individuals and organisations to acquire or breed certain species of wild 
animals.   

We have several monkeys and lemurs who have been subjected to wildlife 
trafficking, the most graphic example of which is Rudy (a Squirrel 
monkey).  He was found in a storage unit full of exotic animals.  He had 
self-mutilated by eating the hair off his tail, his coat was patchy and his 
liver was failing.   He was close to death.   As Jane Goodall says:  
“Together we can and will provide a voice for those who cannot speak for 
themselves and put an end to the misery that is wildlife trafficking.”   

We are grateful for the many different ways you support the work we do:  visits to 
our Open Days, lump sum donations, purchases made from the gift shop on our 
website, gifts from our wish list and monthly donations that allow us to budget for 
those unforeseen extra expenses.  The sanctuary calendar will again be available for 
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sale and our annual Christmas card by our very talented artist-in-residence Pockets 
Warhol will soon be available. 

We are also planning our first fund-raising event in over three years: a repeat 
performance of the Comedy Show we had in June 2019.   It will be at 7pm on 
Saturday, November 19th at the Redwood Theatre, 1300 Gerrard Street East in 
Toronto.  So far we have great headliners such as Arthur Simeon and Steve Patterson 
committed to performing.  Last time it was a terrific evening.  Hopefully you can 
come.   More details will be available very soon. 

We have also collaborated with an organisation called WillPower to encourage 
Canadians to leave a gift to a charity in their will.  Just a small portion of your estate 
can make a big difference to small charities like Story Book Farm.  You can find out 
more at  www.willpower.ca/charities/story-book-farm-primate-sanctuary or 
www.willpower.ca/why-you-should-leave-a-gift-in-your-will 

As we get no support from any level of government, we are constantly looking for 
other sources of income through grant applications.  Last year we were very fortunate 
to receive a large grant that allowed us to hire staff for the first time in the history of 
the Sanctuary.  So far we have not heard if we will get the grant again so it is vital for 
us to make up the difference elsewhere. 

We are very grateful for the work done by our volunteers which allows us to do that little bit 
extra for the monkeys every day.  We also have a hard-working Board of Directors that 
helps oversee the direction we are taking as a sanctuary.  Some Directors have been 
involved with the sanctuary for over 15 years.  Just recently we said goodbye to a 
Sanctuary volunteer of over 17 years.  

With careful monitoring by our staff and volunteers Rudy, who has 
developed diabetes, is doing well.  He has a very strict diet plan that was 
developed by one of our volunteer veterinarians.  He is also being given 
medication to monitor his diabetes plus we are developing a plan to train 
him to receive insulin should that become necessary.   

Mishaa, a Japanese macaque, was brought to us from a zoo last year at the age of two 
after her mother died at childbirth.  Consequently she was not accepted into her troop 
but we hoped that she would be welcomed by some of our Japanese macaques.  After 
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many weeks of carefully watching and controlling her integration, we are pleased that 
Mishaa now has other macaques that she can call family.  Bella and Samson continue 
to indulge her and all three of them can be seen grooming each other as a group.   

None of these successes would be possible without the combined hard work of 
everyone involved with the sanctuary.   

We are very thankful for your support from year to year which allows us to 
continue the work we do.  Our monkeys and lemurs come to us for a better life.  We 
strive to give them the best life possible while we take care of their emotional and 
physical scars.   

Thank you. 

 

Daina Liepa 
Executive Director 

P.S.  We recognise that times are difficult for many Canadians.  We are particularly 
thankful for your ongoing generosity and compassion for the monkeys and lemurs in 
our care.  Without people like you and without sanctuaries like Story Book these 
animals would have no alternative to their unhappy and unjust circumstances – 
situations that are out of their control.  Working together, you and I, we are able to 
give them a better life. 
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mmm…insects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The joys of an 
afternoon outdoors 

Dear Pugsley 
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Rudy, before and after 

 

 

 

Ricky aka Einstein 

 

 



The Importance of Monthly Giving 

How you give can be as important as the 
amount you give.  While every contribution is 
deeply appreciated, I urge you to consider 
becoming a regular monthly contributor. 

This is why.  Your gift of twelve equal 
monthly payments will not only allow us to continue caring for the monkeys to a high standard, 
it may also afford us the chance of rescuing others who need our help.  When you give a single 
gift, we use it as best we can and are thankful.  But, what we don’t know is if your one gift is 
your first or last.  We can’t plan to use funds that we can’t be sure we’ll receive. 

Because good planning is essential, a monthly commitment from you makes all the difference.  
If we know we can depend on you for $5, $10, or $30 or more dollars per month, then we can 
create a more accurate budget. 

Monthly giving also makes your life easier.  Modest, automatic withdrawals will go almost 
unnoticed, yet they will give you the knowledge that every day, every month, you will be 
making a measurable difference to the world we live in, to the people who share your life, and 
to the monkeys who are depending upon us. 

With our Foster Friend program http://storybookmonkeys.org/foster_program.htm , you will 
receive an exclusive certificate and a bio of your monkey, our newsletters, and more, while 
helping provide food and care to your special friend! What a great way to commemorate 
someone's birthday, wedding or other special occasion. We will be happy to send the certificate 
to someone on your behalf. 

Please, take the time to give serious consideration to becoming a monthly giver. 

With much gratitude, 

 

Daina Liepa 
Executive Director 

To join our monthly giving program using your credit card, 
please visit us online at www.storybookmonkeys.org  

https://www.storybookmonkeys.org/donate.htm
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